


+ ABBA + 
THE BEGINNING 

The ABBA story began in June 1966 when Björn Ulvaeus  
(born 1945) met Benny Andersson (born 1946) for the first 
time. Björn was a member of the Hootenanny Singers,a very 
popular folk music group, while Benny played keyboards 
in Sweden’s biggest pop group of the 1960s, The Hep 
Stars. 

The pair wrote their first song together later that year, and 
by the end of the decade they had established a regular 
partnership as composers. By that time, Benny had left The 
Hep Stars, while the Hootenanny Singers only existed in the 
recording studio. The Hootenanny Singers released their 
records on the Polar Music record label, owned by Stig An-
derson (1931–1997), who was to become ABBA’s manager. 
Stig also contributed lyrics to many ABBA hits during the 
first years of the group’s career. 

In the spring of 1969, Björn and Benny met the two women 
who were to become not only their fiancées but also the other 
half of ABBA. Agnetha Fältskog (born 1950) had been a 
successful solo singer since releasing her first single in 1967. 
She and Björn were married in July 1971. Anni-Frid Lyngstad 
(born 1945), also known as Frida, started her recording career 
shortly before Agnetha. Frida was of Norwegian origin, but had 
moved to Sweden at a very early age. Benny and Frida didn’t 
get married until October 1978. 

At first, the four members collaborated musically mainly by 
contributing songs, instrumental backing, production work 
or backing vocals to the recordings they each made as solo 
or duo acts. In 1970, the attractive sound of their four 
voices combined gave them the idea to put together the 
cabaret act Festfolk (which had the double meaning 
“engaged couples” and “party people”). This first attempt 
failed, but in the spring of 1972 they recorded a song called 
‘People Need Love’, garnering a medium-sized hit in 
Sweden. At this time they called themselves Björn & 
Benny, Agnetha & Anni-Frid. 

Encouraged by this success, they entered the 1973 Swedish 
selections for the Eurovision Song Contest with the song 
‘Ring Ring’. They finished third, but the single and the 
album of the same name competed for the top positions on 
the Swedish chart. ‘Ring Ring’ also became a hit in several 
other European countries.  
The group entered the selections again in 1974, this time 
with ‘Waterloo’, which took them all the way to the finals 
in Brighton, England. By this time they had changed their 
name to ABBA, an acronym of their first names. ABBA was 
also the name of a Swedish canned fish company, which 
luckily agreed to lending their name to a pop group. The 
Eurovision Song Contest on April 6, 1974 turned out to be 
the most famous moment in ABBA history, when the group 
won the international juries over with ‘Waterloo’. 

THE SUCCESS 

ABBA won the Eurovision Song Contest on April 6, 1974. 
Soon after this triumph ‘Waterloo’ was Number One on 
the charts all over Europe, and even reached the US Top 
Ten. 

The album of the same name was a huge hit in Sweden. 
However, the “stigma” of being winners of the Eurovi-sion 
Song Contest made it difficult for ABBA to be taken 
seriously when they tried to follow this first success. It 

was not until some 18 months later that they got a major 
worldwide hit again with ‘SOS’, taken off their third album, 
simply titled ABBA. 

‘Mamma Mia’, also taken from ABBA, returned the group to the 
UK Number One spot, which they occupied a total of nine times 
between 1974 and 1980. ‘Mamma Mia’ was also a Number One 
hit in Australia, which was the first territory to release it as a 
single in August 1975. Over the next few years, Australia would 
be caught up in a virtual ABBA fever, giving the group a total of 
six Number One hits. 

1976 was the year when ABBA finally and firmly 
established themselves as one of the most popular groups 
in the world. The different greatest hits compilations 
released in the UK and Australia this year (Greatest Hits 
and The Best Of ABBA respectively) are still among the 
best-selling albums of all time in those territories. Classic 
single releases such as ‘Fernando’ and ‘Dancing Queen’ 
topped the charts all over the world. In April 1977, 
‘Dancing Queen’ became ABBA’s only US Number One.  
In late 1976 ABBA’s fourth album, Arrival, was released. 
The album stormed up the charts and spawned hits such as 
‘Money, Money, Money’ and ‘Knowing Me, Knowing You’. 
This was followed by a concert tour of Europe and Australia 
between January and March 1977. The tour was a 
complete success with capacity houses everywhere. When 
the tour reached Australia, work was also begun on the 
feature film ABBA – The Movie. The première of the film in 
December 1977 coincided with the release of ABBA – The 
Album. Hits from the album included ‘The Name Of The 
Game’ and ‘Take A Chance On Me’. 

The spring of 1978 saw the group embarking on a major 
promotional campaign in the USA, leading to a Top Three 
single with ‘Take A Chance On Me’ and a Top Twenty entry 
for ABBA – The Album. The hit singles ‘Summer Night City’ 
and ‘Chiquitita’ were followed by ABBA’s sixth album, 
Voulez-Vous, released in April 1979. Earlier that year, Björn 
and Agnetha announced their divorce. This did not mean 
the end of ABBA, but it did overthrow their image of two 
happy, music-making couples. 

ABBA’s single ‘Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! (A Man After 
Midnight)’ was released in the autumn of 1979, coinciding with 
a major tour of Canada, the United States and Europe. Around 
the same time a second compilation album, Grea-test Hits Vol.2, 
became an international success. 

STARDOM 

In March 1980, ABBA took their tour to Japan for what 
turned out to be their very last live concerts. The rest of 
the year was devoted to the recording of ABBA’s next 
album, Super Trouper, containing classic hits like ‘The 
Win-ner Takes It All’ and the title track. 

In February 1981 the final blow was dealt to ABBA’s happy-
couples image of the 1970s, when Benny and Frida 
announced their divorce. This event still didn’t stop the 
foursome from working together. At the end of the year, 
ABBA’s eighth album, The Visitors, was released. ‘One Of 
Us’ was the biggest hit off the album. 

1982 saw the energy gradually running out of the group, as 
Björn and Benny set their sights on writing the musical Chess 
and Agnetha and Frida were reviving their solo care-ers. The 
only ABBA LP release this year was a compilation double album 
of their hit singles, entitled The Singles – The First Ten Years, 
including two new songs. Although the single ‘The Day Before 
You Came’ was one of the group’s 

most accomplished recordings it failed to become a worl-
dwide hit on the scale that they had been used to. At the 
end of 1982, ABBA decided to take a break. If they wanted 
to, they reasoned, they could always get back together 
after a few years. 

Almost three decades after ABBA’s “temporary break”, 
there still has been no ABBA reunion. But the group’s music 
lives on: the 1990s saw the beginning of a major revival, 
with successful cover versions and high-profile movies 
using ABBA songs on their soundtracks attracting a great 
deal of attention. The compilation CD ABBA Gold, released 
in 1992, has sold more than 28 million copies to date. 

The 1993 companion album, More ABBA Gold, went on to 
sell 3 million copies. The box set Thank You For The Music 
followed in 1994, containing all the hits, selected album 
tracks, plus rare and previously unreleased recordings. 
Today, ABBA are regarded as one of the all-time classic pop 
acts, acknowledged by their 2010 induction into the Rock 
And Roll Hall Of Fame. 

1999 saw the London première of the hugely successful 
musical Mamma Mia!, based on the songs of ABBA. The 
musical opened on Broadway two years later, and today it 
is the world’s most popular show, having been seen by 
more than 42 million people. The fifth anniversary of the 
musical in London in 2004 was attended by Björn, Benny 
and Frida of ABBA, while the première in ABBA’s home 
country of Sweden in February 2005 was attended by all 
four members of the group. A hugely successful movie 
version of Mamma Mia!, starring Meryl Streep and Pierce 
Brosnan, opened in July 2008. The Stockholm opening of 
the movie was atten-ded by the four ABBA members. 

Since the start of the 21st Century, Polar Music Interna-tional 
and Universal Music have continually upgraded the ABBA 
catalogue. So far, ABBA’s eight original studio albums have been 
reissued with additional bonus tracks, revised artwork and 
expanded booklets (Waterloo, Arrival, ABBA 
– The Album and Voulez- Vous have since been released as
expanded Deluxe Editions, featuring DVDs containing 
previously unissued television performances and other 
rarities). The compilation albums ABBA Gold and ABBA Oro 
have been reissued with revised booklets and updated liner 
notes, and a double-CD compiling all ABBA singles, The 
Definitive Collection, has sold more than 3 million copies. A 
comprehensive box set, The Complete Studio Recordings, 
was released in 2005, receiving spectacular press reviews. 
A box set entitled ABBA – The Vinyls, containing faithful 
vinyl reissues of ABBA’s eight original studio LPs, is released 
in December 2010. 

ABBA’s videos have been collected on two different DVD 
releases: The Definitive Collection and ABBA Gold, featuring the 
cleaned-up and remastered original film clips. The two live 
concert films ABBA – The Movie and ABBA In Concert have 
been restored and re-released on DVD, with bonus material. 
Other DVD releases include ABBA In Japan (featu-ring a vintage 
television special), the official documentary Super Troupers and 
the short film The Last Video, which featured cameo 
appearances from the ABBA members. 

The official website, ABBA – The Official Site, is an acclaimed 
resource for authoritative information about the group. The 
year 2010 saw the London opening of ABBAWORLD, an 
authorized exhibition and interactive ex-perience. This touring 
exhibition is endorsed by the former members of the band, 
who have also contributed items and personal video interviews. 
In 2011, ABBAWORLD is expec-ted to find a permanent home in 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
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+ ORIGINAL MEMBERS + 
ANNI-FRID LYNGSTAD 

Anni-Frid Synni Lyngstad, better known simply as Frida, 
was born November 15, 1945 in Ballangen outside of 
Narvik, Norway. Her father was Alfred Haase, a German 
soldier, and her mother, Synni Lyngstad, was a Norwe-
gian teenage girl. Frida’s father left Norway before Frida 
was born, and was thought to have vanished when his 
ship was sunk on the way back to Germany. 

18 months after Frida’s birth she moved to Sweden with 
her grandmother, Agny. Synni soon joined them, but 
tragically, less than two years after Frida was born, her 
mother died. Frida grew up with her grandmother in 
Torshälla, just outside of the town of Eskilstuna. 

At the age of 11 she made her stage debut at a Red Cross 
charity event. Two years later, she started working as an 
underage vocalist in a dance band, and performed with 
different bands for a decade. She met her first husband, 
Ragnar Fredriksson, in 1961. Together they had two chil-
dren: Hans, born in 1963, and Lise-Lotte, born in 1967. 

On September 3, 1967, Frida won a talent contest in 
Stockholm. Immediately after her victory she appeared 
on national television singing her winning song. Soon 
afterwards Frida signed to EMI records. 

Frida didn’t have much commercial success as a recor-ding 
artist up to the early Seventies, but she was a fairly well-
known stage artist. In 1970 she was part of a cabaret show 
together with her fiancé, Benny Andersson, along with 
Björn Ulvaeus and his fiancée, Agnetha Fältskog. 

From 1972 and for the next decade Frida was mainly 
occupied by her work with ABBA, although she released the 
Swedish-language solo album Frida ensam (”Frida Alone”) 
in 1975. During the ABBA years, Frida was also reunited 
with her father, Alfred Haase, with whom she got in touch 
through the German pop magazine Bravo. 

In February 1982 Frida started recording her first English 
language solo album Something’s Going On, produced by 
Phil Collins. This was followed by the 1984 album Shine, 
produced by Steve Lillywhite. But then Frida withdrew 
from the public for a number of years. In the early 1990s 
she devoted most of her time to environmental issues, but 
in 1996 she made a comeback with the Swedish language 
album Djupa andetag (”Deep Breaths”). This remains 
Frida’s latest solo album so far. 

Today she leads a low-key life, devoting herself to 
charity work. However, Frida has guested on records 
by other artists: her most recent recording was the 
lead vocal on the song ‘The Sun Will Shine Again’, 
included on former Deep Purple keyboard player Jon 
Lord’s 2004 album Beyond The Notes. 

In 2005 her albums for Polar Music (Frida ensam, 
Something’s Going On and Shine) were re-released 
with bonus tracks. Along with an expanded edition of 
Djupa andetag, the albums were also included in the 
box set Frida 4xCD 1xDVD, which featured a DVD of 
promo clips, television appearances and a brand new 
interview with Frida. 

BENNY ANDERSSON 

Göran Bror Benny Andersson was born December 16, 
1946 in Stockholm, and spent much of his youth in 
the suburb of Vällingby. Music entered Benny’s life 
when he was very young. At the age of six he got his 
first accor-dion and started playing together with his 
father Gösta and his grandfather Efraim. 

It was the early Eighties. Benny Andersson had been 
busy for a long time. In the Sixties he was a member of 
Swe-den’s most popular rock band. In the Seventies he 
was a member of the world’s most popular pop band. 
But by 1983, the Scandinavian ‘teen idol’ status he’d 
enjoyed as a member of The Hep Stars and the multi-
million sales that came his way as a member of ABBA – 
well, they were old news for this inveterate songwriter 
who’d been playing since he was six years old. ‘Straight 
after ABBA,’ Andersson remembers, ‘I thought, I want 
to make a real record one of these days.’ 

Now Andersson, who with lyricist partner Björn Ulvaeus 
crafted all of ABBA’s hits, isn’t decrying the songs that 
taught the world to sing; the records that, to date, have 
sold some 370 million copies; the canon that formed the 
heart and soul of Mamma Mia!, the hit musical-tur-ned-
record-breaking, Titanic-sinking blockbuster film. What 
he’s saying is that he wanted to make a record that took 
him back to his roots. Back to the six-year-old boy in 
Stockholm, playing traditional folk songs with his father 
and grandfather, all three of them on the accordion. ‘I 
wanted to make music based on the Swedish folk tradi-
tion, but with new songs written by me.’ 

And so began Benny Andersson’s next musical adventure  
– an exploration, catalysed by his lifelong love of the
accordion, of the folk music he grew up with. It began 
as a collaboration with a gang of champion Swedish 
fiddlers on two albums: Klinga Mina Klocker and 
November 1989. ‘Then I thought, it would be nice to 
have a trumpet for this song. Or maybe a tuba. Maybe 
we should expand our little group of people. Make 
ourselves like a band from the Forties. That kind of 
instrumentation: two accordions, five fiddles, tuba, 
bass, guitar, another keyboard player, trumpet, flute, 
clarinet. And now we were 16…’ 

The musicians were joined by vocalist Helen Sjöholm, who 
had become a star in Sweden in the wake of her lead role 
in Andersson’s musical Kristina From Duvemala (about 
Swedish emigration to the United States in the 1850s). The 
line-up was completed by the addition of Tommy Körberg, 
whom Andersson knew from his singing role in the ABBA 
men’s musical Chess. ‘Tommy and Helen are the two finest 
singers in this country, for what we are doing,’ says 
Andersson. ‘Very versatile.’ 

They needed to be. Accordion in hand, Andersson led 
his band from a vigorous reboot of Swedish folk onto 
an odyssey into Big Band, Bach, polka, waltzes, Celtic 
folk, Fifties standards and more. Say “hej” to Benny 
Anderssons Orkester. Or, for their first UK release, say 
hello to The Benny Andersson Band and Story Of A 
Heart, a compilation of the best and most interesting 
musical moments from their three hit Swedish albums. 

There’s Jehu, a galloping number we might call ultra-pol-ka. 
The irrepressible party atmosphere of Glasgow Boo- 
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gie, meanwhile, cheerfully flouts geographical borders, 
evoking both Celtic and Swedish music.  
‘I think all folk music is tied together one way or another, 
through all the years. It sounds a bit different if you go to 
Scotland, or Ireland, or Germany, or Holland, or Sweden. 
But there’s something in it – you understand why the songs 
are still alive. How they’ve been kept in people’s 
awareness.’ Nonetheless, he cheerfully adds, we shouldn’t 
read too much into the song’s title. He’s never been a lyric 
writer, and titling songs is especially difficult with 
instrumentals. Still, he has some help. Björn Ulvaeus is an 
occasional collaborator with The Benny Andersson Band. 
He’s supplied words (originally in Swedish, and now in 
English) for the Forties swing-swoon of Our Last Dance and 
The Stars. And the two old creative partners also teamed 
up on a new, contemporary-sounding pop song, Summer In 
My Heart, and on a new-ish one, You Are My Man.The 
latter is a swaggering country-soul tune that, in its Swedish-
lyric incarnation, has been a huge hit in Sweden. 

This 62-year-old grandfather of five may, officially, be Dr 
Benny Andersson these days, courtesy of an Honorary 
Doctorate from the University Of Stockholm, awarded in 
recognition of his promotion of Swedish folk music and 
culture over these past two decades. He’s also a member of 
the Royal Swedish Academy of Music (the only accordion 
player accorded this honour). But what he likes more than 
anything is taking his band on their summer tours of 
Sweden. Just the musicians, the vocalists, their own stage – 
and a 500 sq metre dancefloor. The audience supply the 
vigorous dancing (and, like a Scottish ceilidh, the boozy 
bonhomie). 

‘We make it like a typical Swedish folkpark event. They still 
exist but not to the same extent they did in the 40s, 50s, 
60s. We play for three, four hours. If the audience are 
seated in a hall or arena, there’s certainly a one-way thing 
going on. But if you play while there’s dancing, the 
audience and the band become one thing. There’s a lot of 
energy from the audience, and from us, and it becomes less 
pretentious. That’s why we can do this for three, four 
hours.’ 

This summer The Benny Andersson Band play their first 
show in England (there was a one-off show in Glasgow 
a few years back). On the 4th July they are the finale to 
a day of Swedish-themed entertainment being held on 
Hampstead Heath, to mark the country’s assumption of 
the presidency of the European Union. The sounds of 
dancing, and carousing, and of a world of folk musics 
will fill the summer sky above London. When you have 
one of pop music’s all-time great songwriters applying 
his supertrouper talents anew, it’s a fair bet that the 
party will last well into the night. 

BJÖRN ULVAEUS 

Björn Kristian Ulvaeus was born in Gothenburg on 
April 25, 1945. When he was six years old the family 
moved to the small town of Västervik, and this is 
where Björn grew up. 

In the mid-Fifties Björn fell in love with rock’n’roll and 
skiffle. By the early Sixties he was a member of a folk group 
called the West Bay Singers. In 1963 they entered a talent 
contest arranged by Swedish radio. This led to discovery by 
songwriter and publisher Stig Anderson and 



his partner, Bengt Bernhag. Stig and Bengt had recently 
started a record company called Polar Music. The band 
acquired a new name, the Hootenanny Singers, and quic-
kly became one of Sweden’s most popular groups of the 
Sixties. In 1966, Björn had a chance meeting with Benny 
Andersson, himself a member of Sweden’s number one 
pop group, The Hep Stars. They hit it off and wrote their 
first song together, ’Isn’t It Easy To Say’. 

Björn recorded a couple of solo singles in the late Sixties, at 
which point he also started concentrating more on his 
collaboration with Benny Andersson. In 1970 the pair 
started releasing records as a duo and also staged a 
cabaret show together with their fiancées, Agnetha 
Fältskog and Anni-Frid Lyngstad. On July 6, 1971, Björn 
and Agnetha got married. 

From 1972 and a decade onwards Björn was occupied 
by his work with ABBA. In 1983 Björn and Benny 
started writing the musical Chess with lyricist Tim Rice. 
A con-cept album was released in the autumn of 1984, 
and in May 1986 the musical opened in London’s West 
End. In 1988 Chess received its Broadway première. A 
reworked version of the musical opened in Stockholm, 
Sweden in 2002.  
By 1990, Björn and Benny had decided to write a new 
musical. This time they wanted to write exclusively in 
Swedish, and they chose the Emigrants novel series by 
author Vilhelm Moberg as basis for their work. The musical 
Kristina från Duvemåla (Kristina From Duvemåla) opened in 
October 1995. The show ran for three and a half years at 
various theatres in the Swedish cities of Malmö, 
Gothenburg and Stockholm. 

Recently, Björn has involved himself heavily in the staging 
of Mamma Mia!, a musical based on ABBA songs. The show 
opened in London, England in April 1999 and has since then 
been staged virtually everywhere, even being turned into a 
movie which opens in July 2008. 

AGNETHA FÄLTSKOG 

Agnetha Åse Fältskog was born on April 5, 1950 in the 
town of Jönköping in Sweden. Music came to Agnetha 
early in life: at the age of six she wrote her first song, 
’Två små troll’ (”Two Little Trolls”). 

Agnetha was 16 when she started singing in a dance 
band called Bernt Enghardts. A song she wrote for the 
band, ’Jag var så kär’ (”I Was So In Love”), became her 
first single. This 1967 debut record became a number 
one hit on the Swedish charts. The following few years 
were followed by several singles, albums and even a 
number of German-language recordings released in 
West Germany. 

In 1969 Agnetha became romantically involved with 
Björn Ulvaeus and they got engaged in April 1970. In 
November the pair staged a cabaret show together 
with Björn’s songwriter partner, Benny Andersson, and 
his fiancée, Anni-Frid Lyngstad. On July 6, 1971, Björn 
and Agnetha got married. 

In early 1972, Agnetha auditioned for the part of Mary 
Magdalene in the Swedish stage version of the musical 
’Jesus Christ Superstar’. She got the part, although two 
other girls alternated with her during the course of the 
show’s duration. 

After that, and for a decade onwards, Agnetha was ma-
inly occupied by her work with ABBA. During this 
period she also released her Swedish-language solo 
album Elva kvinnor i ett hus (”Eleven Women In One 
House”). All music had been written and produced by 
Agnetha herself (except her Swedish version of ABBA’s 
’SOS’), with lyrics by Bosse Carlgren. 

As ABBA began to slowly dissolve during 1982, Agnetha 
made her debut as actress in the Swedish movie Rasken-
stam. In January 1983 she started recording her first English 
language solo album, Wrap Your Arms Around Me, 
produced by Mike Chapman. Her second internatio-nal solo 
album, Eyes Of A Woman, was released in 1985. The 
producer was Eric Stewart. 

Agnetha’s third and final English-language solo album 
to date was the 1987 release I Stand Alone, produced 
by Peter Cetera. The album entered the Swedish charts 
at number one. After that, Agnetha withdrew from 
public life. 

1996 saw the release of the compilation album ’My 
Love, My Life’, with tracks selected by Agnetha herself. 
At the same time her authorised biography ’As I Am’ 
was published. 

In 2004 Agnetha made a comeback as a recording artist 
with a brand new CD, My Colouring Book, consisting of 
cover versions of some of her favourite songs. 
However, since then she has kept a low profile, and it is 
not known whether she will record again. 

OLA BRUNKERT 

Ola Brunkert had been a jazz drummer, also being a 
member of the blues band Slim’s Blues Gang, before 
joining pop group Science Poption in the mid-1960s. 

Through working with guitarist Janne Schaffer in the 
jazz-pop group Opus III later in the decade, he started 
getting work as a session musician from 1970 onwards. 

Ola’s first known ABBA-related session was also the 
group’s very first single, People Need Love. Together with 
bass player Rutger Gunnarsson, Ola is probably the only 
musician to appear on all ABBA albums – he was one of the 
most frequently used Swedish sessions musicians during 
the 1970s. Ola also toured with ABBA in 1977, 1979, and 
1980. In the 21st Century he toured Sweden as part of The 
Original ABBA Orchestra In Concert, featuring ABBA’s 
original session and touring musicians. 

Ola Brunkert died in 2008. 

RUTGER GUNNARSSON 

Bass player Rutger Gunnarsson was a member of various 
local rock bands in his home town of Linköping during the 
1960s. He then went on to study at the Royal College of 
Music in Stockholm for a couple of years. 

One of his mates at the college told him that the Hoo-
tenanny Singers (featuring both Björn and Benny at this 
time) needed a bass player for their 1972 summer tour. 
Rutger applied for the job and got it. In June of the same 
year he did his first ever studio session when he played on 
a little-known Swedish-language ABBA track: Åh, vilka 
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tider. The song was subsequently issued as the B-side 
of the Swedish version of the Ring Ring single. 

Not only did Rutger go on to appear on all ABBA albums, 
he also became their main string arranger from 1976 
onwards, and also toured with them in 1977, 1979, and 
1980. When the ABBA period came to an end, he 
continued working with Björn and Benny through the 
1980s, appearing on the Chess concept album, the 
first Gemini album, and also on the 1993 Josefin 
Nilsson album, Shapes. 

In the late 1990s, Rutger produced a recording of the 
un-released ABBA song Just A Notion, made by the 
Swedish cover band Arrival. A snippet of ABBA’s 
original version can be found in the Undeleted medley 
on the box set Thank You For The Music. 

In the 21st Century Rutger has continued his association 
with ABBA’s music as a member of the orchestra during 
the Swedish staging of the Mamma Mia! musical, and also 
through touring Sweden as part of The Original ABBA 
Orchestra In Concert, featuring ABBA’s original session 
and touring musicians. 

Resource: www.abbasite.com. 

http://www.abbasite.com/


+ ABBORN + 
ABOUT US 

The high-level illusion of the biggest swedish legend, 
was formed in 1999. It was founded by Helen and 
Doni Dokupel. A particular coincidence is that Helen 
and Doni alias Frida and Benny are also real-life 
spouses. 

Their first success was not long in coming. After only a 
short time found themselves in Spain, under the baton 
of production agency ROMANTIC CORPORATE they tra-
veled throughout the south-west coast of Europe. 
From 2000 to 2005 they traveled and toured 
continuously abroad. This touring was interrupted by 
the desire for a family. They have returned back again 
to the concert stages after two years. 

Already started to sing as two years old. From an early 
age she developed her talent in various music 
ensembles and talent rings. She took part in various 
singing competitions, in which she was placed on the 
leading positions. These competitions encourage her to 
continue in what she enjoy the most - singing. 
Although she studied economics, all her free time 
devoted to developing her talent. 

Ladislav Vasiľ 

Laco alias Björn was born in the summer of 1981. His 
birthplace is Košice. The city where he lives today. To-
gether with her sister, who was born three years later, 
grew up on a council estate, just a few kilometers from 
the city center. His mother worked as a servant of the 
house of children and youth, his father was a DJ. 

How it works in a musical family, his father said his greatest 
passion was transferred to his children. Many forbidded 
bands at that inspired him to such a degree that it broke his 
passive access to the music. The beginnings were difficult. 
Imitation of musical patterns, however, it later opened the 
door to the housing estate band, with which he reap the 
first successes. It is thanks to the surrounding environment, 
which encouraed him playing guitar, his mother bought 
him his first guitar. 

The basic quartet is supplemented by the bass guitar 
player and the drummer which makes the band to 
perform without any backing tracks, being completely 
live production. Six people singing on the stage, full 
vocal performance, perfect choreography in authentic 
costumes will make even greater impression of the 
concert. They have been recreating the magic of ABBA 
concerts throughout Europe in Mallorca, Andalúcia, the 
Canary Islands, Czech republic, Slovakia, Hungary and 
worldwide. More than half a million spectators at over 
two thousand concerts enjoyed the unique atmosphere 
of their production. The band is currently represented 
in almost all over the world. Many times proven world 
show will take you to this wonderful, magical journey 
to yesterday. 

+ MEMBERS + 
HELENA DOKUPELOVÁ 

Helen alias Anni-Frid came to light in late summer 
1976 in major European city called Kosice. She spent 
her childhood on a typical Slovak village in the imme-
diate vicinity of Košice named Rozhanovce. His father 
was a mechanic and mother economist. Relationship 
to music just inherited after her mother, who in his 
youth performed in various musical formations as a 
solo singer. 

Shortly after reaching adulthood began to sing in a 
fatal, music production, in which she met her future 
husband Doni. 

DONALD DOKUPEL 

Doni alias Benny was born in June 1966. His 
birthplace is Košice, the largest city in eastern 
Slovakia. He grew up with two sisters in the family of 
worker and peda-gogue at orphanage. Relationship to 
music, incredible talent and perfect hearing inherited 
from his parents, who always loved music. 

His talent manifested really soon. At his only two years 
participated in a national radio with the Slovak Philhar-
monic Orchestra, where he played the piano. All his life he 
was accompanied by an impressive amount of diverse 
instruments. The deepest relationship has built just to the 
piano. After graduating from the Conservato-ry, from his 15 
years performed professionally in diverse musical 
formations. Later predominantly in abroad. 

In 1998, he met her life and artistic partner Helen and 
another history they wrote together as ABBORN. 
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During high school a bunch of musicians with the same 
idea founded a student band. This enthusiasm comple-
ted final examination. Everyone after graduating from 
high school gave a different path. Someone went to 
college, someone went to work abroad and Laco on his 
way of life seeking employment in his hometown. Few 
of them have succeeded, until he met his friend from a 
group ABBORN. Shortly after getting to know them 
they went abroad together. 

After returning to Kosice in 2008 founded the company, 
which was given its second biggest passion in his life, and 
that is cars. After three years, finally returned to playing in 
ABBORN, i n which he plays until today. 

DOMINIKA GORECKÁ 

Dominica was born at the end of November 1992, in a 
beautiful place under the Hight Tatras called Poprad. 
She grew up with her younger brother in the „world of 
art“. And that is what from early childhood shaped 
her relationship to art and talent for which he owes to 
his father. It was he who spent his life as a musician 
on stage in various musical ensembles and led 
Dominica to sing. 

She successfully participated in various singing and talent 
competitions. The vocals are added violin and so came the 
first experience of performing at the stage. First in the 
Slovak Philharmonic with ra Miroslav Dudík´s Orchestra, 
later in folk ensemble Letnicka in Poprad, where she 
performed as a solo singer. 

After passing the aptitude tests in 2008 she began to study 
opera singing at the Conservatory in Zilina. The 



reward for the six-year effort was the aria Habanera 
from the opera Carmen, which she sang at the gra-
duation concert. Even during the fifth year she began 
teaching solo singing at the music school in Poprad. In 
addition to educational activities she had set up her 
own music production, which for several years adds 
significant events in his native Poprad. 

With the arrival of autumn 2015 she took part at the 
casting position singer in music production ABBORN 
where a huge role played the experience and quality 
of expression. In the successful project she portrays 
the role of the legendary Agnetha till today. 

Tomáš Sýkora 

Thomas Sykora was born in the historic small town called 
Levoča in 1979 but grew up in Kosice, together with his 
ten years younger brother. His mother was a medical lab 
technician, father undertook. 

MATEJ VOJTEK 

Matej Vojtek was born on the very last day of 1994 in 
the  town Kežmarok under the High Tatras. He grew 
up in the beau�ful village of Strba and later in the 
town Poprad. 

The first experience with the music came in his 14 years, 
when he started to play on the contrabass in the Children´s 
Folklore ensemble  of Strbiancek. It did not take long and 
with three other guys they became laureates of children´s 
folk music from Slovakia. A�er two years of experience, he 
also became interested in other instruments. In addi�on to 
studying at the secondary art school where he was 
dedicated to a photo-graphic design, he became to teach 
drums and along with other musicians he set up his first 
band,     they played hard rock such as Deep Purple,  AC/DC

+ FOLLOW US + 
OFFICIAL HOMEPAGE 

http://www.abborn.com 

FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/abbornsite 

TWITTER 
https://twitter.com/abbornsite 

GOOGLE+ 
https://plus.google.com/+AbbaBornAgain1999 

MYSPACE 
https://myspace.com/abbornsite 

VIMEO 
https://vimeo.com/abbornsite 

His first musical steps led to his uncle, who was a signifi-
cant artist in the family. It was he who had addressed him 
by and led him through the game on different musical 
instruments to professional career musician.  
In the beginning it was the flute, which he studied, but 
later flute was substituted by drum sticks and drums 
have become the main instrument in which externally 
studied music and drama conservatory. 

Drums were the only ones in which he played in the 
band. Already in high school he rotated different in-
struments in the uncle´s music group. First at the bass, 
the drums and later was added an electric guitar. A few 
years after graduating from high school got an offer 
from a local but a successful pop band, with whom he 
has recorded several albums and a successful musical. 
Because of this project he also played with the slovak 
musical peaks. After leaving the pop scene he started 
playing the heavy metal band with which he found 
himself at one stage of world production as Helloween, 
Gamma Ray and Thiago Bianchi.After seven years his 
genre diversity led him to the group ABBORN, in which 
he acts until today 

On the threshold of maturity, when Matej began to devote 
himself to guitar and bass, he was choosen to be a member 
of the band Perpetuum Mobile as a bass guitar player, with 
whom he played almost two years all around Slovakia, at 
various fes�vals, corporate events and clubs. 

Later, when he met his girlfriend Dominica, they 
established an acoustic duo together and perform at 
various important events until today. 

Resource: www.abborn.com. 
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REVERBNATION 
https://www.reverbnation.com/abbornsite 

LINKEDIN 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/abbornsite 

PINTEREST 
http://www.pinterest.com/abbornsite 

YOUTUBE 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ddproductiondd 

SOUNDCLOUD 
https://soundcloud.com/abbornsite 

http://www.abbasite.com/



